Ribbon Pincushion
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Pincushions can be pretty as well as practical!  This one is made by weaving two different ribbons—a solid-color grosgrain and a delicate embroidered ribbon.  You might try placemats, aprons, or purses for some charming variations on this theme.  Larger cushions, or pillows, are lovely when coordinated with your decorating scheme and trimmed with piping or eyelet ruffles!

You’ll Need:

· ½ yd. embroidered ribbon, about 1” wide

· ½ yd. grosgrain ribbon, about 1” wide, in solid color to coordinate 

with embroidered ribbon.

· Velveteen.  A piece at least 4½ “ X 4½” for back of pincushion

· Lightweight fabric for lining, a piece about 7” square

· J. &  P. Coats MAGIC POLYWEB®, A PIECE ABOUT 7” SQUARE

· J. & p. Coats DUAL DUTY PLUS® thread

· Polyester batting for stuffing

How To:

Cut each ribbon into 3 equal strips.  Working at the ironing board, place square of Magic Polyweb® over square of lining.  Use straight pins at corners to hold web and lining to the ironing board.  Center the 3 solid-color ribbons over the web, laying ribbons side-by-side; pin 1 end of each to the board.  Weave each embroidered ribbon over and under the solid-color ribbons, centering the design (a), if necessary.  (To weave, fold ribbons back as you would a lattice piecrust!)  Push ribbons together evenly and pin, as necessary.  Trim the web even with ends and corners of the ribbon so no web is exposed.  Heat-baste carefully.  Remove all pins and place ribbon side down on the ironing board.  Fuse.  Measure woven area of ribbons to determine finished size of pincushion.  Cut ribbon section into a square, ½” larger all around than finished size of pincushion.

Place ribbons over velveteen, right sides together.  With lining side up, stitch around pincushion, using edge of ribbon as a guide and leaving a 2½” opening (b) for stuffing.  Stitch around again, 1/3” away, to prevent seams from pulling out.  Trim corners diagonally: trim seams to ¼”.  Turn to right side. Turn in seam allowances of opening; stuff firmly and slipstitch opening closed.

