CASSEROLE COZY
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Carry your hot casserole to the table easily, wrapped 

in a padded cover coordinated to your table linen.

1. Measure the diameter and height of a circular casserole.

2. Make a pattern from a sheet of paper.  Divide the diameter of the casserole base by 2.  using a tape measure as a compass, draw a circle with this radius measurement and mark (A).  Add the height measurement and draw a second circle mark (B).  Add 2½” (6.3 cm) and draw a third circle and mark (C) (Fig. 1).  Cut out the pattern.  Fold the pattern into eighths (Fig. 2), and mark in the folds.  The carriers are stitched where folds cross (B).

3. You’ll need cover and lining fabrics, interfacing and ¼” (6 mm) quilt batting, each the size of (C).  Other materials required; tracing paper, a 12” (30.5 cm) strip of fabric 1” (2.5 cm) wide for eight carriers (ours matched the cover fabric) and ¼-½” ( 6 mm-1.3 cm) decorative cord 24” (61 cm) longer than the circumference of (B)

4. Cut out cover, lining, interfacing and batting along circle (C).  Cut a lengthwise strip of carriers.

5. To make carriers, press under ¼” (6 mm) on long edges of strip.  Fold strip in half, lengthwise, with wrong sides together.  Topstitch close to long edges of strip.  Cut eight carriers each 1½” (3.8 cm) long.  Press under ¼” (6 mm) on short ends.

6. Place cover piece, right side up, on a flat surface.  Trace (A) and mark positions for carriers on (B).  Pin carriers to outside cover positioned over markings.  Topstitch ends (Fig. 3).

7. Place lining, wrong side up, with batting, then interfacing on top.  With raw edges even, pin and stitch seam around edge.  Trim batting away from seam allowance, and trim interfacing to 1/8” (3mm).

8. Right sides together and raw edges even, baste lining and cover.  Seam outer edge leaving an opening to turn.  Clip close o stitching (Fig. 4).  

9. Turn cozy right side out.  Slip stitch opening closed.  To hold layers together hand baste circle (A) through all layers.  Topstitch circle and ¼” (6 mm) from outer edge.  Knot ends of cord and slip through carriers.

