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Book Bag

Materials needed:

· ½ yard of firmly woven fabric such as denim or light canvas 

· matching thread

Directions:

1. Cut a rectangle 32” by 13 ½”.  Cut 2 pieces 4” by 16” for the straps.

2. On the rectangle, serge or finish the cut edges.
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3. Fold the fabric, right sides together and pin the side seams.  Stitch a 5/8” seam.   Backstitch at the beginning and end.  Press the seams open.
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On the top of the bag, turn down ¼”, press.  Turn another 1” and press.  Sew the hem to finish the top.
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To make the straps, fold the strips in half lengthwise, right sides out and press.  Then turn the cut edges to the inside on both sides, meeting the fold line and press.  Refold again so all raw edges are inside, press.  

6. Pin edges together and top-stitch 1/8” from the outer edge of all four sides.

7. Pin straps to the top hem, about 3” from each side.  Sew the strap to the hem, stitching a box with an “X” in the middle.  This gives extra support for the handles.
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8. For the box corner at the bottom, turn the bag inside out.  Fold the bottom point to the side seam and sew straight across.  Backstitch at each end.  Turn right side out.

9. If desired, decorate your bag or sew pockets onto it.
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