Blue Jean Bag


Blue jean bags are easy to make from a discarded pair of jeans.  All you need is the top jean section cut off just above the crotch.  A strap made of material from the jean leg, fasteners, snaps, and self-closing tape or heavy zipper.


The jean pockets can be used for small, easy-to-lose items. For fun, add pockets from other jeans.  Use appliqués, trim or embroidery to cover holes or worn areas or just for decoration.

Materials needed:

· Blue jeans

· Thread

· Shears

· Pins
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Directions:
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Cut legs off jeans about 1 ½” above the crotch.  Turn top right side out.  Pin bottom together ½” from edge.  Include bottom of pockets when pinning.

2. Stitch a ½” seam across bottom and trim to ¼”.
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Turn top inside out.  Finger –press bottom flat and pin ½” from bottom.  Stitch a ½” seam; make sure the first seam is enclosed within the pinned part.  For reinforcement, stitch another seam ¼” from bottom.  Turn purse right side out and press.

4. To make shoulder strap, cut a strip of fabric on straight grain about 4” wide and the desired length.  This is usually about the length of the pants.  Fold both long sides of strip under ¼” and press.
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5. Fold strip in half, wrong sides together.  Using contrasting or matching thread, topstitch close to both edges.
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6. Place strap ends outside of purse at side seams and pin.  If there are belt loops at side seams, remove them.
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7. Attach strip to purse by stitching a square at each end.  For durability, sew an “X” in the middle of each square.

8. If desired, attach large snaps or squares of self-closing tape at purse waistband.
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If you prefer a zipper, measure across the back of purse at waistband to determine zipper length.  Place zipper right side up inside waist opening, squaring off waistband at sides to match shape of zipper.    Hand-sew zipper to waistband edge all the way around, using an overcast stitch.  Sew waistband closed at fly front. 
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