Zippered Pencil Case

Materials:

· 7-inch zipper

· Two pieces of fabric (medium to heavy, woven)

· One 10-5/8 inches wide and 11 – ½ inches long (back)

· One 8-5/8 inches wide and 11- ½ inches long (front)

· Three 3-1/4-inch pieces of middy braid (or make buttonholes)

· Glue stick

· Roll of 1/2 –inch “invisible” tape

Construction Techniques:
· 5/8-inch seams and seam finishes

· Trimming and turning corners
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Applying a zipper

· Topstitching

Directions:

1. Pre-wash fabric; press if needed.

2. Cut the two pieces of fabric.  One 10-5/8 inches wide and 11-1/2 inches long. One 8-5/8 inches wide and 11-1/2 inches long.  If desired, press on iron-on interfacing to the wrong sides of the pieces.  (NOTE:  The 8-5/8 inch wide piece is the front of the case.  The 10-5/8 inch wide piece is the back of the case.)

3. Place the back piece right side up with the 10-5/8-inch edges at the top and bottom.

4. Place the front piece on the back piece with wrong side up and 8-5/8-inch edges at the top and bottom.  (Check that the pattern is the way you want it on the finished case.)

5. Stitch 5/8-inch seam along the left edge of the pieces.  (Seam finish edges separately either before stitching the seam or after stitching it.)
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A. Mark 2-1/4-inch from the top and bottom along the stitching line.

B. Backstitch, stitch 2-1/4 inches, backstitch, leave needle in fabric.

C. Change stitch length to basting stitch, stitch to lower 2-1/4-inch mark.

D. Change stitch back to normal stitch length (10-12 stitches per inch).

E. Backstitch, stitch to edge, backstitch.

6.
Press flat, then press seam open.

7.
Finish seam edges if not already done.

8.
Using points of scissors, clip basting stitches once every inch (zipper area only) on one side only.

9.
Position zipper on seam.

A. Place fabric right side down, with 8-5/8-inch (front) piece at right side.

B. Position zipper on table with zipper tab up.

C. With glue stick, spread glue lightly along zipper tape on each side of zipper.

D. Starting at the lower edge of the zipper opening of the fabric, position the metal zipper stop at the point of the backstitching.

E. Center the zipper teeth over the seam and slowly roll the zipper down, keeping the teeth centered.

When the zipper flat on the seam, the pull tab should be against the fabric.

F. Finger press the zipper tape down to secure the zipper on the seam allowance.

G. Turn fabric right side up (front is at left).

H. Mark top sewing line and bottom sewing line with pins.

I. Center ½ inch “invisible” tape over seam from pin to pin. 
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J. Put zipper foot on sewing machine.

K. Adjust zipper foot so it is on the left side of the needle.  

L. Start stitching at the bottom center of the zipper on the seam line.  Stitch to lower left edge of tape, turn fabric, and stitch along long side of tape.  Turn, stitch to seam, backstitch or leave thread ends long enough to tie off.

M. Lift sewing machine needle, move zipper foot to the right side of needle.

N. Stitch at bottom of zipper, lining up the stitching with the first stitching.  Stitch to corner of tape, turn fabric, stitch along side of tape, turn fabric, stitch to seam, backstitch or leave thread ends long enough to tie off.

NOTE:  Stitching the zipper from the bottom to the top on each side gives a smooth, non-pulled looking zipper.

O. Remove invisible tape.

P. Gently open seam over zipper by bending fabric back, away from the seam.  Because the thread was clipped, the seam will open easily.  Remove any loose threads.

Q. Check that the zipper works easily.
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10.  OPEN ZIPPER AND LEAVE OPEN.




11.  Mark position for the three pieces of middy braid to fit on notebook rings.  Stitch down center of the middy braid from the cut edge for about one inch.  This will hold the middy braid securely in place.  IF MAKING BUTTONHOLES, OMIT THIS STEP.  BOTTONHOLES WILL BE MADE LAST.

12.  Fold fabric, right sides together.   Pin along edges to hold in place.

13.  Starting at the folded edge, backstitch, and stitch 5/8-inch seem along bottom. Stitch along top with 5/8-inch seam.  Stitch along side, stitching one inch from the edge.

14.
 Seam finish by zigzag stitching both seam allowances together close to the stitching line at the top and bottom.  Zigzag the seam allowances of the side seam near the edge of the allowance.  Press.

15.  Trim top and bottom seam allowances.  Trim diagonally at the corners.  Leave the side seam allowance untrimmed (it’s zigzagged at the edge).

16.  Turn pencil case to the right side by pulling through the open zipper.

17.  Press.

18.  Topstitch 1/8 inch from edge on all four sides.

19.  Topstitch 3/4 inch from left side (side with middy braid) from the top to the bottom of the pencil case.  This will reinforce the attaching of the middy braid.

20.  Make three buttonholes spaced according to your notebook rings, in the 3/4-inch space at the left side of the case if you did not use the middy braid.

21.  Carefully cut open the buttonholes.
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Your pencil case is ready for use!
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